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IMPEACHMENT THE FINAL VOTE 


SENATE ACQUITS 
THE PRESIDENT 


Not guilty: Trump cleared of abuse and obstruction charges 


Public favor: And his approval rating hits new high in poll 


Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
won impeachment acquittal Wednesday in 
the U.S. Senate, bringing to a close only the 
third presidential trial in American history 
with votes that split the country, tested civic 
norms and fed the tumultuous 2020 race for 
the White House. 

With Chief Justice John Roberts presid- 
ing, senators sworn to do “impartial jus- 
tice” stood at their desks to state their votes 
for the roll call — “guilty” or “not guilty” 
— ina swift tally almost exclusively along 
party lines. Visitors, including the pres- 
ident’s allies, watched from the crowded 
gallery. Roberts read the declaration that 
Trump “be, and is hereby, acquitted of the 
charges.” 

The outcome Wednesday followed 
months of remarkable impeachment pro- 
ceedings, from Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
House to Mitch McConnell’s Senate, reflect- 
ing the nation’s unrelenting partisan divide 
three years into the Trump presidency. 

What started as Trump’s request for 
Ukraine to “do us a favor” spun into a 
far-reaching, 28,000-page report compiled 
by House investigators accusing an Ameri- 
can president of engaging in shadow diplo- 
macy that threatened U.S. foreign relations 
for personal, political gain as he pressured 
the ally to investigate Democratic rival Joe 
Biden ahead of the next election. 

No president has ever been removed by 
the Senate. 

A politically emboldened Trump has 
eagerly predicted vindication, deploying the 
verdict as a political anthem in his reelec- 
tion bid. The president claims he did noth- 
ing wrong, decrying the “witch hunt” and 
“hoax” as extensions of special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller’s probe into Russian 2016 cam- 
paign interference by those out to get him 
from the start of his presidency. 

Trump’s political campaign tweeted vid- 
eos, statements and a cartoon dance cele- 
brating that he was “vindicated.” Trump 
himself tweeted that he would speak from 
the White House on Thursday about “our 
Country’s VICTORY on the Impeachment 
Hoax.” 

The Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer said there will always be “a giant 
asterisk next to the president’s acquittal” 
because of the Senate’s quick trial and the 
Republicans’ rejection of witnesses. 

A majority of senators expressed unease 
with Trump’s pressure campaign on 
Ukraine that resulted in the two articles of 
impeachment. But two-thirds “guilty” votes 
would have been needed to reach the Con- 
stitution’s bar of high crimes and misde- 
meanors to convict and remove Trump from 
office. The final tallies fell far short. 
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Trump’s personal best 


President 
Donald 
Trump 
outside the 
White House 
on Wednes- 
day in 
Washington, 
D.C. The U.S. 
Senate voted 
Wednesday 
afternoon 

to acquit the 
president 

of charges 
of abuse of 
power and 
obstruction. 
Evan Vucci, 
Associated 
Press 
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49% of those polled 
by Gallup now 
approve of the job 
President Donald 
Trump is doing. That’s 
his highest approval 
number in Gallup 
polling since he took 
office. 


50% of those polled 
disapprove of Trump’s 
job performance. Only 
1% have no opin- 

ion, down from the 
average of 5% that 
express no opinion. 


63% of all Americans 
approve of the way 
Trump is handling the 
economy. That’s up 6 
points from Novem- 
ber. 


94% of Republicans 
approve, up 6 points 
from early January. 
And 42% of indepen- 
dents now approve of 
Trump's job perfor- 
mance; that’s up five. 
Only 7% of Demo- 
crats approve. 


45% of Americans 
view the Democratic 
Party favorably, down 
from 48% in Septem- 
ber. 


51% of Americans 
have a positive opin- 
ion of the Republican 
Party, up from 43% in 
September. 


Results for this Gallup poll released this week are based on telephone interviews conducted January 16-29, 2020, with a random sample of 1,033 adults, aged 18 and older. 


The margin of sampling error is +4 percentage points. 
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Cleveland keeps HQ, loses R&D 


Michelle Jarboe and Jordyn Grzelewski mjarboe@plaind.com and jgrzelewski@plaind.com 


The Sherwin-Williams Co., one of the 
region’s most prominent employers, will 
build its new headquarters in the heart of 
downtown Cleveland, where offices will rise 
from a sea of pavement west of Public Square. 

On Thursday morning, the global paint 
manufacturer will announce plans for the 
headquarters project and for new research 
and development facilities in Brecksville, 
according to sources who spoke to The Plain 
Dealer on the condition of anonymity. 

In an email late Wednesday, a Sher- 
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win-Williams spokeswoman said, “We 
have nothing new to report. When we have 
an update, we’ll issue an official announce- 
ment.” 

That announcement will end years of 
rumors and months of speculation about 
the intentions of the publicly traded com- 
pany, a 154-year-old business founded in 
Cleveland and based in the same down- 
town office complex for nearly a century. 
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Church shelter allowed until April 


Mike McIntyre mmcintyre@plaind.com 


Denison Avenue United Church of Christ 
got a reprieve Wednesday that allows it to 
continue to shelter the homeless through 
the harshest winter months. 

The Cleveland Board of Building Stan- 
dards and Building Appeals set a dead- 
line of April 15 for the church to comply 
with demands laid out in a cease use notice 
issued by the Cleveland Division of Fire on 
Dec. 24. 

The Metanoia Project operates shelters 
at Denison and at St. Malachi Church in 
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cold months. The April 15 deadline aligns 
with the end of its sheltering season, said 
Executive Director Heidi Bixby-Goblirsch. 

“We're relieved, of course, and very grate- 
ful for everyone’s support and for the oppor- 
tunity to come up with a solution at least 
for this winter,” said Denison UCC Pastor 
Nozomi Ikuta. “We are hopeful that we can 
come up with a resolution that works for the 
city as well as us going forward.” 
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